




























































Surface water releases are made available for transfer under the Accord based on the difference between a baseline 
release rate (the interim flow schedules defined in RD-1644 and in Water Right Order 2008-00 I 4) and the Fisheries 
Agreement flow schedules. The baseline releases (interim flow schedule in RD-1644) are based on the Yuba River 
lndex as defined in RD-1644. The fl.ow schedules in the Fisheries Agreement are determined based on the North 
Yuba River Index independent from the Yuba River Index. (There are also some conditions when the YCWA
CDFW agreement or the current FERC license control the baseline flows.) As a result, there can be a wide range of 
possible transfer amounts under the various hydrologic conditions that can occur in the Yuba River watershed in any 
year. 

Groundwater substitution water is made available by individual landowners within YCW A member units. YCWA 
reduces its surface diversions to those member units from the Yuba River and regulates storage in Bullards Bar 
Reservoir to accrue and release the groundwater substitution water on a schedule to allow the releases to be exported 
in the Delta. 

Summary 

There have been no known demonstrable adverse impacts resulting from recent water transfers, which have 
complied with all applicable environmental regulations governing Delta operations. The proposed transfer is one of 
several transfers in the Sacramento River Basin likely to occur in 2022. This project proposes to sell Buyers up to 
15,220 AF of water to meet some of their needs in the event ofa shortfall. Up to approximately 300,000 AF of 
other potential Sacramento River watershed transfers could be purchased by SWP and/or CVP contractor buyers. 
This represents about 1.4% of the average annual total water supply available in the Sacramento Valley from surface 
and groundwater resources for all uses and 3. 7% of total average annual agricultural water use in the Sacramento 

Valley (California Water Plan Update. Bulletin 160-05. October 2014). As such and recognizing that no 
significant impacts have been noted for transfers within this order of magnitude, no significant impacts are expected 
within the Sacramento Valley. Delta impacts are likewise not expected to be significant as all the water shown in 
Table XIX-l was pumped in the Delta (less Delta carriage loss) within existing biological regulations without 
incident. 

Water 2012 2013 
Transfers 
CVP, 
SWP, 190 210 
Yuba, 
inter alia 

2014 

198 

Table XIX-I* 
(Thousands of AF) 

2015 2016 2017 

344 60 0 

Potential 
2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 

261 0 164 276 300 

*Table reflects gross AF purchased prior to subtracting Delta carriage loss (i.e., actual amounts pumped at Delta are 
less). 

Additionally, several special-status wildlife species, including the winter-run Chinook salmon (listed as state and 
federally endangered), the spring-run Chinook salmon (listed as state and federally threatened), the delta smelt 
(listed as state and federally threatened), the longfin smelt (listed as state threatened), the steelhead (listed as 
federally threatened), Tricolored Blackbird (state threatened) and the green sturgeon (listed as federally threatened), 
and the giant garter snake (listed as state and federally threatened) have the potential to be impacted by the water 
transfers from the Sacramento Valley, but the impacts are not expected to be significant, for the following reasons: 

The Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta is a migration corridor and seasonal rearing habitat for winter-run Chinook 
salmon and steelhead. Tt provides spawning and nursery habitat for delta smelt. Transfer water to the Buyers 
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would be delivered through the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta with timing identical to the Buyers' typical SWP 
or CVP deliveries in conformance with all existing and pending requirements under the Endangered Species Act, 
including court orders, which govern SWP and CVP operations for the protection of delta smelt, and anadromous 
fishes and marine mammal species. The proposed transfer would not affect the regulatory or operational 
restrictions governing SWP or CVP operations. As such, there would be no impact from the proposed project on 
listed fish species in the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta. 

The giant garter snake is endemic to the Sacramento and San Joaquin Valley floors where it inhabits an 
assortment of agricultural, managed, and natural wetlands. Rice cropping provides a dynamic habitat comprised 
ofrice fields, tail water marshes, ditches and drains, delivery canals, and associated levees. These habitat 
components satisfy the primary requirements of giant garter snakes which include adequate water during the 
active summer season, basking sites, emergent vegetation for cover and foraging, as well as upland habitat for 
cover and refuge from flood waters during the dormant winter season. As a result, one of the biological concerns 
surrounding rice field idling is the potential effect on giant garter snakes. 

Although the proposed water transfers will reduce the overall availability of active rice lands in the SEWD, the 
temporary nature of the transfers along with the implementation of the proposed mitigation measures will reduce 
all impacts to a less than significant level. 

c) No Impact. The mitigated negative declaration assesses the potential impacts of the proposed project. There 
would be no construction activities associated with the proposed water transfer. Typical farming practices with 
the idling of land and groundwater pumping operation would comply with applicable health and safety 
requirements. Therefore, the proposed project would not cause substantial adverse effects on human beings, 
either directly or indirectly. 
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